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tration and religious 

and centers. We asked all the 

pating temples and centers to give short 

about the present situation of their sanghas in both 

administration and religious practice. We had a short 

discussion after each presentation. 

I think it was the first time that people from Zen tem­

ples and centers got together and talked of their joys and 

challenges in the work and practice of cultivating the soil 

of this country to grow the flowers of Dharma. It turned 

out to be a very exciting gathering . 

We were very fortunate to have Rev. Wako Kato, one of 

the Japanese priests in the photo of Rev. Suzuki's moun­

tain seat ceremony, at the workshop . On the second day of 

the workshop we asked Rev. Kato to give a short talk on 

the history of Soto Zen Buddhism in the Japanese 

American community. For many of the people from Zen 

centers, that was the first time they heard about Soto Zen 

Buddhism in the Japanese American community. Many 

people said it was very interesting. 

We thought it must be interesting for many Soto Zen 

practitioners to read something about the origin of the 

Soto Zen in America and Soto Zen Buddhism in Japanese 

American community. We also want to promote mutual 

understanding, communication and friendship as mem­

bers of the larger Soto Zen sangha in this country. As I 

said at the end of the workshop, one phrase kept coming 

up in my mind during the discussion: "Merging of 

Difference and Unity." To see the unity we need to study 

differences. The the 

In this country, it is said that there are two streams of 

Buddhism: one is Buddhism for ethnic communities from 

Asian Buddhist countries and the other is Buddhism for 

American practitioners of meditation imported from 

Tibetan and Theravadan traditions. These two seem sep­

arate from each other, like water and oil. We feel sorry 

about this situation. We believe that Buddhism for ethnic 

communities and Buddhism practiced at meditation cen­

ters have many things to learn from each other and share. 

That was the reason we invited people both from 

Japanese American communities and Zen centers at the 

workshop. We would like to continue this dialogue. To do 

so, in this issue of "Dharma eye" we asked Rev. Wako 

Kato and Rev. Kisan Ueno to write about Soto Zen 

Buddhism in the Japanese American community. Rev. 

Kato wrote a short history of Soto Zen Buddhism in the 

Japanese American community. He emphasized that 

Japanese American sanghas and Zen centers are not two 

separate streams. Sitting at a zendo and doing gassho 

before the Buddha at temples or in front of a family altar 

are both Zen practice following Dogen Zenji's teachings. 

Rev. Ueno has been a priest at Monterey Zenshuji since 

1963. He encourages Japanese American Buddhists to 

study Buddha's teachings more as the guideline for their 

own lives. Then ceremonies and community activities 

become more meaningful for them. 

We also asked Rev. Chozen Bays to write about the work­

shop from the perspective of American Zen practitioners. 
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